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MANAGERS REPORT

NAME OF TOURNAMENT

The SASSU Rowing Sprints Regatta. Held at the Vanderkloof Dam in the Northen Cape.

NAME OF MANAGER AND PORTFOLIO IN NMMU
Geoffrey Jones, NMMU Rowing Club Tour Manager.

NAMES OF TEAM MEMBERS

Men: Benjamin Ekron, Stacey Howcroft, James Crawford, Stuart Leitch, Gareth Lochhead, Mbongeni Mkaza, Nicholas Jones, David Pearton, Marvin Nelson, Chad O’Connor, Tafadizwa Vengesayi, Shaun Welman.

Women: Jenna Cowan, Tanja Gauss, Sam Thompson, Pauline Hulbert, Leigh Stephenson, Cara Stephenson, Genevieve Rankin, Nicole Thomson, Litha Goduka, Holly Hatherly, Christine Moss, Linda Tsoko, Cari Maclean, Sisanda Xiphu.

RESULTS OF TOURNAMENT MATCHES
NMMU entered eighteen events, made the finals of sixteen events, won two, second in four, third in two, fourth in three, fifth in five and sixth in two events as tabled below.

	First
	Second
	Third
	Fourth
	Fifth
	Sixth

	Men’s D Four
	Indoor event
	Women’s C Scull
	Women’s D Four
	Women’s D Four
	Men’s D Four

	Men’s C Scull
	Novice Four
	Women’s B Double
	Women’s B Quad
	Men’s C Eight
	Men’s B Pair

	
	Men’s D Scull
	
	Women’s B Eight
	Men’s B Four
	

	
	Women’s C Four
	
	
	Women’s B Four
	

	
	
	
	
	Men’s B Quad
	


SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
On the Friday night a formal dinner was attended by all the competitors, there were various speeches and quizzes. The food was satisfactory. On the Saturday night, the night after the regatta ended, most of the competitors attended the “after-event” function.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The SASSU Rowing AGM is held at the Boatrace regatta to be held at Port Alfred in September.

NATIONAL OFFICE BEARERS
Election of SASSU Rowing office bearers takes place at the AGM in September.

VENUE AND HOST OF NEXT TOURNAMENT
Port Alfred is the venue for the next SASSU Rowing regatta, the Universities Boatrace. This event will be hosted by Rhodes University in September 2007.

CONDUCT OF TEAM MEMBERS
The NMMU team members who travelled to Vanderkloof for this regatta conducted themselves in an exemplary manner. No issues arose requiring disciplinary action.

STANDARD OF ORGANISATION.

The regatta was well organised, there was continuous communication between regatta-control and the competitors. The main managers meeting on the Thursday evening was used to rectify any problems with the programme and accommodate the various clubs who had equipment and oarsmen clashes. There were also frequent meetings during the regatta ensuring the event ran smoothly.

The NMMU aspect was also well organised, frequent communication between the President, Manager, Committee and Competitors ensured that all knew what was expected and carried out their respective duties, ensuring a pleasant tour all round.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS.

The team members travelled to the regatta in two vehicles. The main constituent of The Club travelled in a twenty-two-seater bus hired from Lucky’s Transport. This vehicle came with a driver from the company. The President of The Club travelled in her car with key committee members in order to arrive in time for the Chairperson’s Meeting. The equipment was transported to the regatta by means of a Mercedes Sprinter van hired from Imperial Truck Rentals. This vehicle towed The Club’s trailer with the rest of the equipment being loaded into the back. The vehicle was driven by Ben Nobadula, as he possessed the relevant licence for the vehicle. The team manager travelled in the towing vehicle with Mr Nobadula as he has had previous experience with towing the trailer.

GENERAL

Although it was evident that all the NMMU competitors put a huge amount of effort into training for this event as well as racing in it, the fact that the institution does not have a permanent and experienced coach shows badly. In order to raise the standard of rowing at NMMU it is necessary the employ an experienced coach, one who can draw up training programmes and implement them as well as focus on technical coaching. It can be seen from the results that the group of novices has great potential, but in order to unlock that potential it is imperative that The Club has a coach and facilities to allow the coach to work effectively. In terms of Club organisation, The Club is extremely well run, therefore making it easy to become successful merely by acquiring more competitive equipment and a dedicated and experienced coach. 
RECOMMENDATIONS

The only recommendations that can be made are that The Club continues to use the towing setup used for this regatta, Mr Ben Nobadula is also a reasonable driver and now familiar with towing boats, it would therefore be wise to make use of him in the future. The Club needs to acquire more equipment in order to enter more races and more crews in the events already entered into. This will results in more points being won and a higher overall position attained by The Club at the end of regattas
……………………………………. 
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