NMMU Rowing Club Code of Conduct

It is necessary to safeguard and properly manage the valuable assets of the NMMU Rowing Club. It is also important to have a set of rules and standards for The Club members to adhere to in order to portray to the rest of the country an image of professionalism and leadership. This will be achieved with a comprehensive Rowing Club Code of Conduct, which will address all issues pertaining to rowing at the university and at regattas. This Code will provide The Club and its members with the guidance it requires in order to strive forward efficiently:

Maintenance:

· Boats are to be thoroughly washed after use.

· Each club member to be educated on the value of boats in order to maintain the highest level of care

· Novices in the club to undergo a short ‘boat-maintenance’ course

· Committee members – particularly team captains – to portray respect and care to all rowing boats in order to set a good example

· Every month boats are to be washed down with soap and sponges to prevent salt build up and corrosion of parts.

· Any breakages are to be reported to the boatman immediately.

Repairs:

· The Club must always have a proficient and knowledgeable boatman

· Boatman will be at the river once a month when boats are thouroughly washed down to inspect for any parts that may need replacing.

· Members should be instructed to inform the boatman immediately of any damage or breakages in any boats.

· Damaged/Broken boats are not to be used until repairs have been done

· Inspections and repairs to be documented by the boatman and any costs incurred also recorded.

· Only the boatman is authorized to repairs to NMMU RC equipment. All breakages or problems relating to equipment must be reported to the boatman immediately.

Use:

· No club member/crew is allowed use of any boats without proper authorization from the whole rowing club committee

· A crew which has been mandated to use a boat must be recorded on a register and regularly updated

· Crew captains are responsible for any negligence by their crew during use of the boats and should immediately report any issues/problems concerning the use and care of the boats

Safeguarding:

· All boats to be locked (with the alarm properly activated) away in the University’s boatshed in Redhouse

· Access (i.e. possession of boatshed keys) will be limited to committee members only – including crew captains

· At regattas, boats must be properly tied down to there designated racks before retiring for the evening plus an inspection of all boats must be performed before leaving

· All blades are to be returned to their respective storage racks after each session.

Transportation:

· Loading boats for transportation to regattas must be executed with the highest possible level of care and efficiency.

· The boat trailer must be inspected prior to every regatta by the boatman together with a professional in order to ensure that it is fully functional and safe.

General:

· Be on time for your row. Arrive at the boathouse 15 minutes ahead of your launch time and at the club house at the end of your designated row time. 

· Volunteer to help on boathouse and boatman repair jobs. 
· If you have an address change, call or email the Vice Chairman of the Club.

· Find a sub when you cannot row and tell your captain who has replaced you.

Safety

· Emergency numbers must be placed on the notice board and one other wall of the boatshed at all times.  

· Emergency numbers must be taken with to all regattas/rowing camps/rowing events of any nature. A fully stocked first aid kit must be kept at the boatshed at all times and accompany the rowers on any tours/rowing camps etc.
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